
HAVERHILL AT WORK 
Jobs for Women 

In the 1960s and 1970s advertisements specifically targeted female employees.  

How did jobs for men and women differ?  
How has the advertising of job vacancies changed?  

Working with 
women – Danny 
Nealon HMP 
 
Interviews at 
Gurteen – wendy 
baker 

“You got jobs by word of mouth. A friend of 
mine worked at Addis and had a word with the 
supervisor. I was told to go in and start the 
following day. There was no formal interview.”  

Addis: “I called in on the off chance, and asked if 
there were any Vacancies? I was told to wait and  I 
was interviewed straight away  by Mrs Ruby Cole, 
and shown around  the factory at the same time, 
and then told there and then I had got the job.” 

Addis: “My very first job 
was packing pink and 
blue baby toothbrushes 
into tiny little cartons 
and for the first few days 
it seemed the hardest 
job in the world, 
especially as you had to 
do so many in an hour.” 

“I started working at HMP in July 
1972 at the tender age of 15 years 
old. School leavers had a tour of the 
factory and although I opted to have 
the abattoir included in my tour 
when it came down to it I couldn't 
watch the slaughter! I remember 
thinking this place stinks, how on 
earth am I ever going to be able to 
work here but it was the highest 
paid job in Haverhill for a person 
with my ability. My first job was on 
the sausage line and I remember 
dreaming of the sausages running 
back up the belt to escape being 
wrapped. My starting pay was 
£11.50 per week. I paid my mum £5 
board and loved coming home with 
a bunch of flowers for her paid for 
with my hard earned cash.” 

“I just phoned up and 
was told to come in 
the following day. I 
saw the foreman and 
started straightaway.”  

Was the advert above correct?  
Was being able to use a 
sewing machine useful? 

“I have an industrial 
machine at home. I used 
to make shift dresses 
and children’s clothes.”  

1970 

1970 

School leaver: “Jobs were 
easy to come by then, 
one merely left school, 
went to the labour 
exchange and were given 
an interview.” 


